Cryptosporidium is a microbial parasite found in surface water throughout the U.S. Although
filtration removes Cryptosporidium, the most commonly used filtration methods cannot
guarantee 100% removal. Our monitoring indicates the presence of these organisms in our source
water. Current test methods do not allow us to determine if the organisms are dead or if they are
capable of causing disease.

Symptoms of infection include nausea, diarrhea, and abdominal cramps. Most healthy
individuals are able to overcome the disease within a few weeks. However, immuno-
compromised people have more difficulty and are at greater risk of developing severe, life-
threatening illness. Immuno-compromised individuals are encouraged to consult their doctor
regarding appropriate precautions to prevent infection.

Cryptosporidium must be ingested for it to cause disease, and may be passed through other
means than drinking water.



