Attention: Ward-3 Residents

Date: 20JUL2022

The Wading River plant is coming online and we expect to see an increase in PFAS
levels specifically in Ward-3 and portions of Ward-4.
Background: In 2016, the EPA (federal) released a health advisory suggesting PFAS levels in drinking water at levels
above 70 ppt are unsafe. As a result, Massachusetts began regulating PFAS compounds. In early 2021 the state set an
enforceable limit of 20 ppt. Attleboro started sampling water in April of 2021. Like many other water supplies within the
state, the Wading River plant exceeded the safe level of 20 ppt (sampling results).
What is the Attleboro Water Department doing to fix the issue?
“The Wading River Plant was shut down on September 23, 2021. We are performing extensive flushing in the
coming days to remove the affected water from the system as quickly as possible. By the end of September 2021,
all areas will be fed solely by the West Street plant, which remains in compliance. The Attleboro Water
Department plans to leave the Wading River plant offline until temporary treatment is in place. Procuring
temporary treatment is a process that involves the design, permitting, and construction, which all take time. In
addition, many other water suppliers across the State are also experiencing elevated levels of PFAS, so treatment
equipment is in high demand. The Attleboro Department is doing everything possible to expedite this process, and
temporary treatment is expected to be in place and operational in the fall of 2022.” (source)
The Attleboro Municipal Council has approved funding for near-term and long-term PFAS mitigation. The current
expectation is that temporary mitigation will be in place by the end of October, but there are supply chain delay concerns.
In the meantime, on June 15th, 2022, the EPA updated their PFAS health advisories to suggest that PFAS levels above
.02 ppt are unsafe (latest Wading River sample was 28 ppt).
“The previous (EPA) guideline, set in 2016, set a limit of 70 parts per trillion (ppt) for both PFOS and PFOA in
drinking water. The new advisories decrease that by more than a thousandfold. The new limit for PFOS is 0.02
ppt; for PFOA, it’s 0.004 ppt. Essentially, the EPA wants the limits to be as close as possible to zero as a growing
body of research has shown how toxic these compounds are.” (22JUNE2022 Harvard School of Public Health)
At this time, MassDEP is working to review the new EPA Interim Health Advisories and will determine next steps based
upon that review. The state has a detailed study released in April of this year (PFAS Interagency Task Force report)

Wading River Plant is being brought back online (planned for today, July 20th):
July 19th City Alert: Wading River Treatment Plant: “On Wednesday, July 20, 2022, the Attleboro Water
Department will be placing the Wading River Treatment Plant online. Some discoloration of the water may result.
Please plan laundry activities accordingly. Our staff will flush hydrants as needed to help alleviate discolored
water. Areas that may be affected are: Lindsey Street, Kelley Boulevard, Pleasant Street, North Main Street,
Holden Street, as well as surrounding neighborhoods. Please avoid using chlorine bleach in laundry during this
time. If you experience discolored water for longer than 24 hours please contact the Water Department at
774-203-1850.” (also see the Wading River Press Release)
Why does this impact Ward 3 more than other parts of Attleboro?
If you look at the portions of Attleboro fed solely or mostly from Wading River, the areas impacted are disproportionately in
Ward 3 and portions of Ward 4. (map)

So what?
My intent is to raise awareness, particularly in areas which may be impacted more than others. This information should
not cause panic. The water is not expected to be worse than it was before sampling started last year. What has changed
is our understanding of the long-term negative health impacts of continued PFAS ingestion.
As for the Kobus family, we have switched to bottled water for drinking and feeding the pets, but I continue to use tap
water for brushing my teeth. We intend to continue this until the temporary mitigation is in place at Wading River and
samples show a reduction in PFAS. Every family should decide what is right for them.
Please note that if you prefer not to purchase bottled water and you decide that tap water is not acceptable for you and
your family, the city has a fill station at the West Street plant for any resident to fill their own containers free of charge.
If you would like to contact the Water Department for further information, they can be reached by phone at: 774-203-1850
or email water1@cityofattleboro.us.
Please consider subscribing to city email alerts here.
Regards,
Councilor Todd Kobus
councilorkobus@gmail.com

