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In Municipal Council           January 19, 2016 
Regular            7:00 P.M. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: President Frank B. Cook, Vice-President Peter Blais.  Councilors:  Richard 
Conti, Mark Cooper, James DiLisio, Julie Hall, Shannon Heagney, Kate Jackson, Heather Porreca, and 
Sara Lynn Reynolds. 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeremy Denlea 

 
President Cook led the Council and the audience in the Salute to the Flag. 
 
President Cook reminded Councilors and the audience to turn off all cell phone devices as it interferes 
with the cable broadcast. 

 
The following Notice of Public Hearing was read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council,  
Stephen K. Withers: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING relative to the application for an amended license to store flammables, combustibles 
or explosives on land in buildings or structures from Liquid Environmental Solutions, 527 Pleasant Street, 
Attleboro, MA.  This business wants to add an additional 10,000 gallons of Windshield Wiper Fluid to the 
maximum quantity of flammable liquids to be stored at this location. 
 
Bob Colluchio, from Web Engineering Associates and representing Liquid Environmental Solutions, 527 
Pleasant Street, spoke in favor.  Mr. Colluchio stated that Liquid Environmental Solutions is applying for 
an amendment to its current license, explaining that the company wants to add an additional 10,000 
gallons of windshield washer fluid to its site.  He explained that the company has met with the fire 
department, and that the new tank will meet all of the same rigorous MFPA standards for fire suppression 
and explosion proof conduits for the methane tanks. He stated that the new tank will go where the existing 
three tanks already are. 
 
Mr. Blais asked if the additional tank is strictly for windshield washer fluid and whether or not the 
solution will contain methanol. 
 
Mr. Colluchio stated yes and confirmed that the solution would not contain methanol. 
 
Mr. Blais also asked if the existing dike would be large enough by code to include the new tank. 
 
Mr. Colluchio responded that the dike is large enough by code, but that the company is going to add two 
more inches to the size of the dike to contain 110%. 
 
Mr. Conti asked if the tanks are single or double wall tanks. 
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Mr. Colluchio stated that they are single tanks that are prefabricated. 
 
Mr. Conti also asked if the tanks looked like water tanks. 
 
Mr. Colluchio stated that the tank would be 10 feet in diameter and about 15 feet high.  He explained that 
the tank sits on a concrete pedestal. 
 
Mr. Conti also asked what would happen if the company wanted to add another tank. 
 
Mr. Colluchio stated that they would come back before the Council, but he further explained that the 
company is not here to amend its current license due to an increase in business.  He stated that the reason 
has to do with how the mixing of the solution is done.  He further explained that the additional tank would 
make for more efficient operations since the company would be able to mix enough solution in the 
morning to fill three trucks. 
 
Mrs. Porreca stated that she had made a telephone call to Chief LaChance, and because he was not able to 
attend the meeting tonight, she read from a letter received from the Chief (attached to these Minutes as 
Attachment 1). 
 
Ms. Hall asked Mr. Collucchio what the procedure was before it changed. 
 
Mr. Colluchio stated that before last year the mix tank was a 3,000 gallon mix tank, which was the size of 
a truck, and the mixing tank was inside.  When the fire department recommended that the tanks be placed 
outside, the company decided to increase the size of its tank to 5,000 but didn’t realize that they lose about 
10% of fluid from the top and bottom and therefore mixing resulted in being able to only fill one truck.  
The larger capacity tank, according to Mr. Colluchio, would allow for enough solution to be mixed to fill 
three tanks with a little solution left over. 
 
No one spoke in opposition. 
 
No one spoke neither for nor against. 
 
President Cook, after consultation with Mrs. Porreca, declared this PUBLIC HEARING closed. 
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The following Notice of Public Hearing was read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council,  
Stephen K. Withers: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING relative to the following LOAN ORDER: 

 
ORDERED:  That Two Million, Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars ($2,670,000.00) is appropriated 
for the permitting, bidding, construction oversight and construction costs associated with the rehabilitation 
of the Oak Hill Water Storage Tank, located in Attleboro, Massachusetts (the “Project”), including the 
payment of all costs incidental or related thereto; that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer with the 
approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow Two Million, Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars 
($2,670,000.00) under Section 8(4) of Chapter 44 of the General Laws, or any other enabling authority; 
that the Mayor is authorized to contract for and expend any federal or state aid available for the Project, 
provided that the amount of the authorized borrowing shall be reduced by the amount of such aid received 
prior to the issuance of bonds or notes under this order; that the Mayor is authorized to take any other 
action necessary or convenient to carry out this Project;  and that Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000.00) 
of the amount appropriated shall be allocated to the costs of preparing, issuing and marketing any such 
borrowing, provided that any portion of such Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000.00) not needed for such 
costs of issue shall be made available for Project costs. 
 
Paul Kennedy, the Acting Superintendent of the Attleboro Water Department, spoke in favor. 
 
Mr. Kennedy gave a brief explanation of the tank’s history. He explained that the Oak Hill water storage 
tank is 102 feet in diameter and 100 feet high. The tank has a water storage capacity of 6 million gallons 
and was built in 1993. Typically water storage tanks require rehabilitation after 10 to 15 years.  In 2009 an 
inspection was performed by divers. As a result of the inspection they recommended to recoat the tank. It 
was observed during their inspection the coating’s adhesion was in poor condition and the surface was 
pitting. In 2014 another inspection revealed the interior roof coatings were found exhibiting corrosion 
bleed through. The interior shell coatings were in poor condition and exhibiting corrosion blistering, 
pitting, and widespread coating failure. The interior floor coatings were in poor condition with wide 
spread blistering. Their recommendations were a complete rehab of the water tank. 

Mr. Kennedy stated that in response to the recommendation that were received, the department went on to 
hire GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. out of Norwood MA to do the tank rehabilitation design. The design 
has been completed and the bid opening is scheduled for February 9, 2016, the Notice of Award is 
scheduled for February 17th and the contractor mobilization by the first week of March 2016. Completion 
is scheduled by the last week of May 2016. He explained that the approximate cost for construction is $2.6 
million dollars. 

 
Mr. Kennedy also stated that some of the major contractor responsibilities include removing existing 
equipment such as cables, fittings, level transducer, ladders, etc. and then the reinstallation of this 
equipment. Welding repairs will be required in certain areas both on the interior and exterior surfaces due 
to corrosion and associated metal loss. A full containment system shall be erected and maintained 
throughout the work on the exterior. Pit fill and seal welding will be performed on the interior and exterior 
of the tank. A new insulated stainless steel level transducer box will be installed and a new conduit and 
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cable to the new transducer box will be provided.  A new ladder gate will be provided at the base of the 
ladder cage, and a new stainless steel cable style safety climb system on the shell ladder will be provided. 
And, finally, a new stainless steel screen on the existing finial vent will be provided. 

 
Mr. Kennedy went on to explain that modifications will also be made to the tank overflow discharge 
piping and the entire exterior surface of the tank will be power washed. The existing coating system will 
be removed from all exterior and interior steel surfaces. Once completed a zinc primer coat and a high 
solids epoxy coat will be applied to the interior of the tank. In addition, a zinc primer coat and a high 
solids epoxy coat plus two coats of polyurethane will be applied to the exterior of the tank. 
 
Mr. Kennedy also went on to explain that an innovative type flex mixing system will also be added, which 
the current tank doesn’t have. He stated that the rehab also includes an innovative Tideflex mixing system 
that the existing water tank doesn’t have. The mixing system is installed within the interior of the tank 
which connects to the existing fill pipe and is extended vertically towards the top of the tank. Orifice 
nozzles are then attached to the fill pipe to create a mixing action within the tank as it fills. These mixing 
systems are designed to improve water quality within the tank by mixing its contents to prevent stagnation 
and also to keep the water from freezing.  

 
Mr. Kennedy also explained that also included in this project is some additional work required to the Ides 
Hill water storage tanks. He stated that a tank inspection of the Ides Hill 3 and 5 million gallon water 
storage tanks revealed some deficiencies which include replacing the finial vent on the 5 MG tank plus 
new safety cables, overflow modifications and ladder gates for both tanks. We thought it would be prudent 
to include Ides Hill in the same bid as the Oak Hill tank being it would be very difficult and more costly to 
hire a separate contractor for such a small project. The approximate cost for Ides Hill is $26,000 which 
will be funded from the Water Enterprise Retained Earnings account.   
 
Mr. Kennedy’s statement is attached to these Minutes as Attachment #2. 

      
Mr. Conti stated that the Oak Hill Tank was built in 1993 and asked if we painted that tank at least once 
since it was built. 
 
Mr. Kennedy responded that the tank has never been painted. 
 
Mr. Conti also asked if there should be an annual inspection and a line item in the Water budget for annual 
maintenance repair and up keep of the tank. 
 
Mr. Kennedy responded no, adding that the tanks are inspected annually, but that once this project is 
completed the tank should be good for 10-15 years.   
 
Mrs. Porreca asked if through the years any changes were made when the recommendations for 
corrections and repairs were received. 
 
Mr. Kennedy stated that no changes were made despite the recommendations that were received. 
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Barry LaCasse, the Director of Budget and Administration for the City of Attleboro, also spoke in favor. 
Mr. LaCasse stated that this project would be no effect on the water rate.  He explained that the last 
payment was recently made on the previous tank project.  He further explained that the loan authorization 
is for the Oak Hill Tank project alone and that the money would not be used to make smaller repairs on 
the other tanks, such as the Ides Hill Tank. 
 
Mrs. Porreca asked if the repayment of loan would be for the life of the tank. 
 
Mr. LaCasse responded that it would be permissible to go out for 30 years in terms of the repayment, but 
that the decision would be the Mayor and the Treasurer. 
 
Mr. Conti asked if the Municipal Council could specify that the loan order not exceed 10-15 years. 
 
Mr. LaCasse responded that it would be unprecedented to do so, and that it should be up to the Mayor and 
the Treasurer to make such decisions. 
 
No one spoke in opposition. 
 
No one spoke neither for nor against. 
 
President Cook continued this PUBLIC HEARING to Tuesday: February 2, 2016, in order to get a 
recommendation from the Planning Board. 

The following Notice of Public Hearing was read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council,  
Stephen K. Withers: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING relative to on-street parking limitations on Sandalwood Drive be posted on the 
south side of the last corner, 20 feet before the corner and 20 feet after the corner. 
 
Kathy Peachwall of 71 Sandalwood Drive, Attleboro MA spoke in favor.  Ms. Peachwall stated that she 
has lived on Sandalwood Drive for a long time, and that it is a street where people park on the street in 
front of their homes.  She explained that the parking situation is quite dangerous, especially because 
emergency vehicles would not be able to pass if people are parked on both sides of the street. 
 
Mrs. Porreca asked Ms. Peachwall where she would like to see the no parking signs. 
 
Ms. Peachwall responded that she would like to see no parking signs on both sides of the street. 
 
Mrs. Porreca also asked if there are homes on each side of the turn where the parking problem appears to 
be. 
 
Ms. Peachwall stated that there is one house that doesn’t face the street, but that there are three other 
homes facing the street that park on the street. 
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Mr. Cooper thanked Ms. Peachwall for coming to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Conti asked Ms. Peachwall if she could only have no parking restrictions on only one side of the 
street, what side would she choose- the inside or outside of the curb. 
 
Ms. Peachwall responded that restrictions to only one side of the street would do no good and that the 
restriction is needed on both sides of the street. She went on to explain that there are a few spaces in the 
cul-de-sac area where people could drive down to and park, although that person might have to walk two 
minutes to get to a house. 
 
No one spoke in opposition. 
 
No one spoke neither for nor against. 
 
President Cook continued this PUBLIC HEARING until February 2, 2016 because several residents only 
received notice about the Public Hearing relative to this matter a few days ago. 
 
The following Notice of Public Hearing was read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council,  
Stephen K. Withers: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING relative to the installation of a "STOP" sign on Colts Way at its intersection with 
Kennedy Drive. 
 
No one spoke in Favor. 
 
Mason Bourdeau of 42 Colts Way, Attleboro MA spoke in opposition.  Mr. Bourdeau stated that he has 
lived on Colts Way for 25 years and that he does not recall any accidents happening on the street and that 
he does not understand what the purpose would be to have a stop sign.  He further explained that there are 
other cross streets in the area that do not have stop signs and that it has worked well and that he does not 
see a stop sign on Colts Way as a necessity. 
 
Mrs. Porreca stated that the area is a relatively new development, that she has driven around all of the area 
streets, and that she noticed only one stop sign at Clare and Kennedy. She asked Mr. Mason if it was his 
opinion that the implied stop at the intersection on Colts Way was sufficient. 
 
Mr. Mason responded yes. 
 
Mr. Cooper asked Mr. Bourdeau what house he was on Colts Way. 
 
Mr. Bourdeau responded that he lives in the last house on the left at the end of the dead end street. 
 
Mr. Cooper also asked if he knew how this new business item was presented to the Council. 
 
President Cook responded that a resident in the area sent the matter to the Administration and it was sent 
to the Council as a new business item by him because it was an area within his Ward. 
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Mr. Cooper also asked if this was the intersection that he and President Cook visited several years ago that 
had a drainage problem. 
 
President Cook responded that it was on the same street but further down. 
 
Mr. Conti mentioned the issue of a warrant for stop signs and a Point of Order was called by Mr. Cooper 
clarifying that the rules have changed at that the Police Chief has the sole authority to place stop signs on 
streets. 
 
Mrs. Porreca also stated that the area is strictly residential and there isn’t a lot of transient traffic in the 
area. 
 
Ms. Reynolds stated that most of the streets in that area are very short and that speeding would be difficult 
given that.  She went on to state that she agreed with Mr. Bourdeau that a stop sign would not be needed. 
 
Ms. Hall asked President Cook if he had received any additional information since presenting this issue as 
a new business item about why it was believed that a stop sign was needed. 
 
President Cook responded that it was because of the nearby school bus stop. 
 
No one spoke neither for nor against. 
 
President Cook, after consultation with Mrs. Porreca, declared this PUBLIC HEARING closed. 
 
The following communications were received from the Mayor and read by the City Clerk/Clerk of 
the Council, Stephen K. Withers: 
 
January 19, 2016 
 
Dear Municipal Councilors: 
 
1. For Your Information:  I regret to inform Your Honorable Body we have received the resignation of 
James DiLisio from the Attleboro Redevelopment Authority. I know you will join me in thanking Mr. 
DiLisio for his service to the City. (Copies in your packets) 

 
 
2. For Your Information:  I regret to inform Your Honorable Body we have received the resignation of 
James DiLisio from the Attleboro Police Commission. I know you will join me in thanking Mr. DiLisio 
for his service to the City. (Copies in your packets) 
 
3. For Your Information:  I regret to inform Your Honorable Body we have received the resignation of 
Julie Hall from the Attleboro Planning Board. I know you will join me in thanking Ms. Hall for her 
service to the City. (Copies in your packets) 
 
4. I respectfully submit a communication from Election Office Manager Maryann Draine requesting Your 
Honorable Body to approve the re-location of the Ward 1 Polling location from Robert J. Coelho Middle 
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School, 99 Brown Street to Saint Theresa’s Parish Center, 18 Baltic Street.  M.G.L. Chapter 54 Section 24 
states the City Council must approve the designated polling place at least 20 days before an election.  With 
the Presidential Primary on March 1, 2016, this vote must be passed before February 10, 2016.   (Copies 
in your packets) 
 
REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCES, ELECTIONS & LEGISLATIVE MATTERS COMMITTEE 
 
5. The roof at the Shang Building needs to be sealed in areas where screw heads have punctured the roof 
membrane.  In addition to this repair, drain covers are needed on the roof at the Shang Building and at 
City Hall. Therefore, I respectfully request Your Honorable Body transfer $2,720.00 from Account 
11241000-578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) to Account 11241000-524011 (City Wide – 
Maintenance of Buildings).  Upon approval, the available balance in Reserve Fund for Transfer will be 
$212,102.47.  (Copies in your packets) 
 
REFERRED TO THE CITY PROPERTY & CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
 
6.  I respectfully submit a communication from Superintendent of Park & Forestry regarding the need for 
funds to cover the cost for the National Grid invoices for the new Animal Shelter for the remainder of the 
FY2016.  Therefore, I hereby request Your Honorable Body transfer $5,000.00 from Account 11241000-
578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) to Account 12921000-521020.  Upon approval, the 
available balance in Reserve Fund for Transfer will be $207,102.47.  (Copies in your packets) 
 
REFERRED TO THE CITY PROPERTY & CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
 
7.  I respectfully submit a communication from City Auditor Deborah Gould regarding the amount due 
from the City to the School Department under a Memorandum of Understanding on the revenue sharing 
agreement for the Medicaid Reimbursement Program.  Therefore, I respectfully request Your Honorable 
Body appropriate $171,788.28 from Account 1000-359000 (Undesignated Fund Balance/Free Cash-
General Government) to Account 13001000-551011 (School Appropriation - Medicaid) to fund the 
Municipal Sharing Agreement.   (Copies in your packets) 
 
REFERRED TO THE BUDGET & APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTTEE 
 
8.  The City has received an offer from the Fall River Diocese to purchase land on the easterly side of 
South Main Street in front of the Tilda B. Stone Recreational Area and pool.  As this parking lot is vital to 
provide additional parking needs to that facility, I believe it is in the best interest of the City to purchase 
this parcel at the price of $55,500.00. Please see the memo from City Solicitor Robert Mangiaratti that 
outlines the process required.   
 

PROPOSED VOTE FOR THE ACQUISITON OF 
LAND ON SOUTH MAIN STREET ADJACENT TO 

THE TILDA B. STONE RECREATIONAL AREA 
 
Voted:  To authorize the Mayor to purchase on behalf of the City from the Roman Catholic Bishop of Fall 
River for a purchase price $55,500.00 certain land to be used for public parking adjacent to the Tilda B. 
Stone Recreational area on terms and conditions satisfactory to the Mayor; said land is on the easterly side 
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of South Main Street and is shown as Lots 20 and 56 on Assessors Plat 22 and contains approximately 
10,782 square feet; and to appropriate for the purchase of such land $55,500.00 from the Reserve Fund for 
Transfer. 
 
Requires two-thirds vote in accordance with M.G.L. c. 40, § 14. 
 
Additionally, I hereby request Your Honorable Body appropriate $55,500.00 from Account 11241000-
578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) to Account 16301000-581010 (Recreation – Land 
Purchase).  Upon approval, the available balance in Reserve Fund for Transfer will be $156,602.47. 
(Copies in your packet) 
 
REFFERRED TO CITY PROPERTY & CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
 
9.  I respectfully submit a Grant of Easement from Massachusetts Electric Company (National Grid) that 
has been approved as to form by City Solicitor Robert Mangiaratti.  This easement is necessary for power 
lines needed to accommodate the construction schedule of the Water Department storage and vehicle 
maintenance building at 1296 West Street.  Therefore, I respectfully request that Your Honorable Body 
accept this Grant of Easement.  This easement requires a majority vote. (Copies in your packets) 
 
REFERRED TO THE ZONING & LAND USE COMMITTEE 
 
10.  I respectfully submit a communication from Legal Secretary Alison Wood regarding surplus items 
that the Water Department would like to declare surplus and hereby respectfully request Your Honorable 
Body to declare the following as surplus and available for disposition: (Copies in your packets) 
 
DESCRIPTION    SERIAL NO.   CONDITION 
 
Computer Table (keyboard tray broken)     Poor 
APC Battery Backup    PB0229322278  No longer works 
HP D2360 Printer    TH68516199   No longer works 
Okidata Microline 184 Printer   52AY3123649K  No longer works 
 
REFERRED TO THE CITY PROPERTY & CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
 
11.  As you may recall, I submitted a memorandum to Your Honorable Body on August 24, 2015 
regarding the need to support the school district’s need for two (2) additional teachers at the elementary 
level for this current fiscal year, and that an appropriation request would be forthcoming in the months 
ahead.  Therefore, I respectfully submit a communication from Attleboro Public Schools Director of 
Finance Marc Furtado regarding the need for such funds for those two (2) specific unbudgeted teachers for 
the 2015-2016 academic year.  The School Department had a need to hire two (2) teachers at the start of 
this school year due to excessive elementary school enrollments.  The amount being requested is for the 
salary and benefits for two (2) teachers.  Therefore, I respectfully request Your Honorable Body 
appropriate $103,335.00 from Account 1000-359000 (Undesignated Fund Balance/Free Cash-General 
Government) to the following Accounts: 
 
$57,411.00 to Account D2305010-511200 (Hill Roberts Class Teacher Professional Salary) 
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$38,129.00 to Account E2305010-511-200 (Hyman Fine Class Teacher Professional Salary) 
$ 7,795.00 to Account A52000A0-517100 (Insurance Programs Admin and Claims Cost) 
 
(Copies in your packets) 
 
REFERRED TO THE PERSONNEL & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
Sincerely, 
Kevin J. Dumas, Mayor 
 
The following other communications were also received and read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the 
Council, Stephen K. Withers: 
 
1. Application for a new Class 2 license received from Best Buy Automotive and Tires, Inc., 931 

Washington Street, Attleboro, MA for 4 customer parking spaces and 10 display spaces. 
REFERRED TO THE LICENSE COMMITTEE 
Call for a Public Hearing on Tuesday: February 2, 2016 
 

2. Rezoning petition relative to 144, 146, 150, 152 and 156 Pleasant Street, Assessor’s Plat #52,  
Lots 51, 51A, 52, 53 & 54 to change the current zoning of the property from Single Residence-B 
to General Business. 
REFERRED TO THE ZONING & LAND USE COMMITTEE 
Joint Public Hearing with the Planning Board scheduled for Tuesday: February 16, 2016 at 
7:00 P.M. 
 

3. 2 communications to President Cook from Donald Allard, Paul Michaud, Joanne Troiano and 
Margaret, disabled residents of Gardner Terrace. 
REFERRED TO THE PERSONNEL & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

President Cook made a motion to go into the Committee of the Whole.  The Motion passed unanimously. 
 
“Margaret,” a disabled former resident of Gardner Terrace, spoke at the Committee of the Whole. 
Margaret stated that the bullying ordinance is currently before the Personnel & Human Services 
Committee and that she has heard that this issue is just about Margaret and just about Gardner Terrace but 
that this is an issue that is happening throughout the country.  Margaret when on to further explain that 
residents at Gardner Terrace have been harassed and threatened and assaulted.  She explained that the 
name of the building has been changed. 
 
Margaret also stated that it is her understanding that representatives from the Council would be meeting 
with the Human Rights Commission, but that she is confused about what route this issue is going to take.  
Margaret stated that all of the parties involved, the Commission, the Police department, the Council and 
individuals who have been assaulted, should get together and work on a resolution rather than these 
groups working separately on these issues.  Margaret mentioned the bill that is currently pending in the 
Massachusetts State Legislature, and that she and some of her friends have testified at the State House 
hearings relative to this matter. She went on to explain that she has been forced to live in a shelter after 
being evicted, and that this issue is one that really needs to be addressed because no other person should 
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be forced to live this way.  She went on to make comparisons to disabled veterans who return to the 
country to those in her current predicament and the assaults that take place against both groups. 
 
Margaret also went on to discuss some of the treatment that disabled residents have had to endure, making 
several comparisons to the discrimination that has occurred in the country against African-Americans and 
gays. Margaret stated that it is 2016 and we are fighting the same fight still and that it is a statement that 
disabled people do not matter and that it is in her opinion unacceptable.  Margaret went on to state that 
disabled individuals need help. She stated that a city in New Jersey passed a similar ordinance to the one 
that has been proposed in 2012 to protect disabled residents from bullying. 
 
Margaret also went on to explain that the police have not been able to assist with these instances of 
bullying.  She also stated that an African-American resident was recently attacked and bullied at a public 
housing residence. She went on to explain that African-Americans and Native Americans used to be 
buried in the street underneath the pavement in the State of Rhode Island and that was unacceptable but 
people were allowed to do it (an apparent comparison to how she believes disabled residents have been 
treated and bullied without assistance).  Margaret also discussed the plight of returning Vietnam Veterans 
in the 1970s. Margaret stated that she is not going to stop until the disabled are protected and no longer 
bullied. 
 
Mrs. Porreca interrupted Margaret, asking her if she knew why there was a new management system 
recently put into place at the Gardner building. 
 
Margaret responded that there is new management but the staff wasn’t changed and that it essentially is 
just a name change.  She also stated that none of the problems were addressed and continue not to be 
addressed.  She stated that disabled people are just not wanted in the building, although she stated that the 
new management team did bring in a new mediation person although she is of the opinion that it is really a 
mediation person for the staff. 
 
President Cook explained to the new Municipal Councilors that this group has been before the Council in 
December and that they were also before the Council back in the spring of 2015.  He stated that these 
issues are beyond what the Council has jurisdiction for, and that the State Senate recently passed a bill and 
that the bill is currently pending in the House.  President Cook stated that he has spoken to both 
Representative Poirier and Representative Heroux and that Representative Poirier has written a letter in 
support of the House bill.  President Cook also stated that he has spoke to the Chief of Police and that he 
was informed that there are a number of laws currently on the books to address many of these issues. 
President Cook stated that the real answer appears to lie in the bill that is currently in the House Ways and 
Means Committee. 
 
Mr. Conti stated that he knows the group personally and that he has been to the State House with them. He 
expressed that this issue has been one of the most frustrating issues that he has had to deal with since 
being elected to the Municipal Council.  He stated that the empathy for the plight of the disabled is there, 
but the issue is monstrous and it is frustrating because the Council has done all that it can when it comes to 
this issue. 
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Margaret disagreed, stating that there are things that the Council can do and that she would like to be able 
to be given the chance to present those issues to the Council. She went on to explain that the issue that the 
Council first dealt with had to do with bullying in the schools. 
 
President Cook offered Margaret a meeting with the City Solicitor as a way for her to understand what the 
Municipal Council can or cannot do as it relates to this issue. He also stated that laws aren’t necessarily 
going to change human behavior, that these changes need to come from within, but that there are some 
things that can be done. 
 
Margaret asked if the Personnel & Human Services Committee could meet with the group and the City 
Solicitor. 
 
President Cook responded that meeting with the City Solicitor even if Mr. Cooper isn’t available would be 
helpful. 
 
Margaret responded that this all sounds like what was said when they were burning Black people from 
trees. 
 
President Cook responded that her comparison was an unfair one.  That the Municipal Council has been 
working on this issue and has been trying to do what it can, but it is an issue that really isn’t within their 
jurisdiction and that the bill that is currently pending in at the State House is the best means for addressing 
this issue. 
 
Mr. Conti stated that he hopes that the group will consider President Cook’s offer to set up a meeting with 
the City Solicitor and that he hopes that they will see that meeting as a step forward. 
 
President Cook asked if the Elder Abuse Hotline had been contacted by members of her group. 
 
Margaret stated that they had contacted the Elder Abuse Hotline but that it wasn’t very helpful other than 
providing them with other numbers to call. Margaret asked President Cook what the City Solicitor does 
and how he can help them. 
 
President Cook responded that the City Solicitor is a lawyer and that he has tremendous experience having 
worked for various cities and towns.  President Cook stated that he would make a call to the City Solicitor 
tomorrow to set up the meeting. 
 
Laura Gignac, Treasurer for the City of Attleboro, also spoke at the Committee of the Whole. She began 
to speak in support of the Assistant Treasurer position. 
 
President Cook interrupted, stating that we had a Public Hearing on the matter and informed Ms. Gignac 
that the Public Hearing had been closed. He informed her that the Municipal Council would not be 
allowed to take testimony on that matter. 
 
VOTED:  at 8:37 P.M. TO ARISE  
 
VOTED:  at 8:37 P.M. TO RECESS for 10 minutes.  
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President Cook called the Regular Council Meeting back to order at 8:47 P.M. for the purpose of the 
Committee Reports. 
 
Committee Reports: 

 
Mr. DiLisio reported that the Ordinances, Elections & Legislative Matters Committee had no business 
and he called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
On recommendation of the Zoning and Land Use Committee and on motion of Ms. Hall the following 
vote was taken: 

 
1. Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays, Mr. Denlea absent) to approve the Mayor’s request 

to rescind Vote #23 as this vote is no longer needed and will allow these funds in the 
amount of $459,250.00 from Fund 8455-599000 (Stabilization Fund-Other Financing 
Uses) to Fund 3539-499000 (EOEEA-Wilmarth-Other Financing Sources) to be returned 
to the Stabilization Fund in relations to the LAND grant program to purchase a 
Conservation Restriction on 57.68+ acres of contiguous land located on Wilmarth Street 
for conservation and open space purposes that are to be set-aside under the stewardship of 
the Conservation Commission as this vote is no longer needed because the City was not 
awarded this grant.   

 
Ms. Hall called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Mr. Conti reported that the Capital Improvements & City Development Committee had no business 
and he called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 

 
Mrs. Porreca reported that the Transportation & Traffic Committee had no business and she called for 
a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
On recommendation of the License Committee and on motion of Mrs. Porreca, in the absence of Mr. 
Denlea, the following vote was taken: 
  

1.  Voted unanimously to authorize the City Clerk to amend the 2016 Stateline Auto  
Brokers, Inc. Class II license by adding “Storage Spaces 55” to the Assessors Plat 3, Lot 
66 description, as a clarifying amendment and without a Public Hearing, so that it is 
consistent with the language contained within the 2015 license. 

Mrs. Porreca called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Ms. Heagney reported that the Budget and Appropriations Committee had no business and she called 
for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Ms. Reynolds reported that that the City Property & Claims Committee had no business and she 
called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
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On recommendation of the Personnel & Human Services Committee and on motion of Mr. Cooper the 
following votes were taken: 
 

1. Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve  the Mayor’s request to transfer 
$3,250.40 from Account 11241000-578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) to 
Account 16101000-532010 (Public Library – Tuition & Books) to reimburse a Library 
employee for tuition and books who has been approved to take courses for the Spring 
semester. 

2. Voted unanimously, in accordance with Section 1-12 of the Revised Ordinances of the  
City of Attleboro, to approve the Mayor’s request to accept the following donation of 
$3,490.00 in various gift cards from Veterans Services as gifts to the City of Attleboro: 

 
$820.00 from the Attleboro Elks Lodge 
$60.00 from Quaglia Insurance Agency 
$200.00 from an anonymous donor 
$725.00 from the American Legion Auxiliary Post 312 
$300.00 from the Holiday Spirit Committee 
$300.00 from the American Legion Post 20 
$200.00 from the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 91 
$100.00 from Jean Blanchard 
$785.00 from the Epision of Alpha Delta Kappa 

 
3.  Voted unanimously, in accordance with Section 1-12 of the Revised Ordinances of the 

City of Attleboro, to approve the Mayor’s request to accept the donation of $375.00 in 
Stop & Shop food gift cards to the Health Department from the Holiday Spirit 
Committee as gifts to the City of Attleboro.  

 
4. Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve the Mayor’s request to approve the 

Mayor’s request to establish an Assistant Treasurer position to be placed at Grade 8 on 
the City’s Classification Plan. 

 
5. Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve the Mayor’s request to transfer  

$1,491.88 from Account 11241000-578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) to 
Account 11451000-511000 (Treasurer – Salary & Wages) to cover the salary for the 
Assistant Treasurer position for the remainder of FY2016. 

6.  Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve the Mayor’s request to transfer $478.00  
from Account 11241000-578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) to Account 
11451000-574120 (Treasurer – Bonding) to purchase a Municipal Official Bond for the 
requested Assistant Treasurer position for the remainder of FY2016.  

 
7.  Voted on Roll Call (9 yeas, 1 nay, Mr. Conti voting nay) to approve the Mayor’s request 

to transfer $24,278.80 from Account 11241000-578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for 
Transfer) to Account 11211000-511000 (Mayor – Salary & Wages) to cover the cost of 
the salary for the remainder of FY2016 for the Capital Projects Administrator position.  
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Mr. Cooper also called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
On recommendation of the Public Works Committee and on motion of Ms. Jackson the following 
votes were taken: 
 

1. Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve the Mayor’s request to  appropriate 
$387.76 from Fund 8502-599000 (Special Purpose Stabilization Fund Reserve for Plant-
Other Financing Uses) to Fund 6100-499000 (Water Enterprise Fund – Other Financing 
Sources) in order to close Fund 8502 – (Water Enterprise Fund Reserve for Plant). 

  
2. Voted unanimously to strike the following item from the Docket of August 21, 2012:  

That the drainage problem on Sullivan Street at the alleyway behind Mon Kou Restaurant 
be resolved.   

Ms. Jackson also called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 

On recommendation of the Public Safety & Emergency Management Committee and on motion of 
Mr. Blais the following votes were taken: 
 

1.  Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve the Mayor’s request to approve 
expending approximately $14,460.00 received from an Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) from the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency to 
improve our Emergency Management capabilities by procuring a 2016 Polaris all-wheel-
drive utility vehicle (UTV) and any future grant amendments by the Attleboro Fire 
Department to be used for Emergency Management related activities. 

 
2.  Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve the Mayor’s request to transfer 

$33,500.00 from Account 11241000-578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) 
to the following accounts: $12,500.00 to Account 12201000-558320 (Fire-Foul Weather 
Gear); $9,000.00 to Account 12201000-558310 (Fire-Uniforms); $12,000.00 to Account 
12201000-530104 (Fire-Medical Consultation) to provide new hire 12 
Firefighter/Paramedic recruits with required uniform items and protective equipment.  

 3.  Voted on Roll Call (10 yeas, 0 nays) to approve the Mayor’s request to transfer 
$25,000.00 from Account 11241000-578300 (City Wide – Reserve Fund for Transfer) to 
Account 12201000-524260 (Fire – Major Vehicle Repairs) for Engine 10 and Ladder 2 
vehicle repairs.   

  
Mr. Blais also called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
On recommendation of Mr. Conti the following votes on New Business items were taken: 
 

1. Voted unanimously to refer the following matter to the appropriate Committee for 
further study and recommendation, and to the full Council for enactment: 

 
That the Rules of Procedure of the Municipal Council be amended as follows: 
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1) Section 6 – Requests for Legal opinions be amended to add “Councilor 

questions regarding Ethics issues are excluded from these rules, they may 
consult with the City Solicitor regarding Ethics issues at any time.” 
REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCES, ELECTIONS & LEGISLATIVE 
MATTERS COMMITTEE 

 
2. Voted unanimously to refer the following matter to the appropriate Committee for 

further study and recommendation, and to the full Council for enactment: 
 
 That the Rules of Procedure of the Municipal Council be amended as follows: 
 

1) Section 8 – Rules of Order Section 2-8.2 be amended to read “The City Clerk 
shall be the Parliamentarian of the Council. The City Clerk shall interpret and 
instruct the Council under Section 2-8.1 of these Rules. The Presiding Officer 
shall apply all rules, but the Presiding Officer’s application may be challenged 
by a Member raising a point of order, upon which the Presiding Officer shall 
accept the ruling of the City Clerk before continuing any further discussion.” 
REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCES, ELECTIONS & LEGISLATIVE 
MATTERS COMMITTEE 

 
VOTED:  TO ADJOURN at 9:15 P.M. 

 
A TRUE COPY  

 
ATTEST:        

  City Clerk/Clerk of the Council 
 

MINUTES APPROVED BY COUNCIL:    
       (DATE) 
 
       
City Clerk/Clerk of the Council 

 


