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In Municipal Council              September 6, 2016 
Regular Meeting                 7:03 P.M. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: President Frank B. Cook, Vice-President Jeremy Denlea.  Councilors:  Peter 
Blais, Richard Conti, Mark Cooper, James DiLisio, Julie Hall, Shannon Heagney, Kate M. Jackson, and 
Heather Porreca, and Sara Lynn Reynolds. 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
 
President Cook led the Council and the audience in the Salute to the Flag. 
 
President Cook reminded Councilors and the audience to turn off all cell phone devices as it interferes 
with the cable broadcast. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on 
December 15, 2015. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on 
December 22, 2015. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on March 
1, 2016. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on April 
5, 2016. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on April 
19, 2016. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on May 
3, 2016. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on May 
17, 2016. 
 
Voted unanimously to approve the Minutes from the Municipal Council meeting that was held on May 
31, 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Municipal Council Meeting Minutes— September 6, 2016                                                      Page 2 of 11 

The following PUBLIC HEARING Notice was read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council, 
Stephen K. Withers: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING relative to the following matter: 
 
Delete existing Section 9-47.2 under Section 9-47 Motor Vehicle Dealers of the Revised Ordinances of 
the City of Attleboro and insert new Section 9-47.2 as follows: 
 
Section 9-47.2 
Completed renewal applications for licenses issued under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 140, 
Sections 57 to 59 (Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3) must be received by the Office of the City Clerk on or 
before the first Friday in November.  In order to be processed, the renewal application must be 
submitted in its entirety, including a check or money order for the applicable license renewal fee.  If a 
renewal application does not meet the conditions hereunder, the existing license shall expire on January 
1st in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 14, Section 59.  The license renewal fee 
for an application received after the first Friday in November shall be tripled.  Payments of such triple 
fee shall not relieve any person from fully complying with the requirements of the above mentioned 
Massachusetts General Laws and the Revised Ordinances of the City of Attleboro.  
 
No one spoke in favor. 
 
No one spoke in opposition. 
 
No one spoke neither for nor against. 
 
After consultation with the Chair of the Ordinances, Elections, and Legislative Matters Committee, Mr. 
DiLisio, President Cook declared this Public Hearing closed. 
 
The following MAYOR’s COMMUNICATION was read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council, 
Stephen K. Withers: 
 
September 6, 2016 
 
Dear Municipal Councilors: 
 
1.  For Your Information:  I regret to inform Your Honorable Body we have received the resignation of 
Benjamin Dowling from the Planning Board. I know you will join me in thanking Mr. Dowling for his 
service to the City. (Copies in your packets) 

1/9/6/16  

2.  I respectfully submit for confirmation by Your Honorable Body the appointment of Scott G. Jones, 
65 Oak Hill Avenue, to fill an unexpired term on the Planning Board.  Term to expire February 2017.  
(Copies in your packets) 

2/9/6/16 – REFERRED TO THE PERSONNEL & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
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3.  For Your Information:  I regret to inform Your Honorable Body we have received the resignation of 
Suzie Bourdeau from the Conservation Commission.  I know you will join me in thanking Ms. Bourdeau 
for her service to the City.  (Copies in your packets) 

3/9/6/16 

4.  I respectfully submit a communication from Legal Secretary Alison Wood regarding surplus items 
that the Attleboro Public Schools would like to declare surplus and hereby respectfully request Your 
Honorable Body to declare the following as surplus and available for disposition: (Copies in your 
packets) 

Copiers: 
CANON IR 4570   11678187    KFP04194 
CANON IR 2870   11487076    SLG11419 
CANON IR 2270   11395518  `  KGJ04891 
CANON IR 6570   11678396    SLP12028 
CANON IR 3530   11487007    KJG01742 
CANON IR 5070   11489250    SXP13733 
CANON IR 6050   11397046    NDK18422 
CANON IR 3570   11490704    KFV09357 
CANON IR 6000   11489231    NSN21203 
CANON NP 2015   NONE     CGU01567 
MDS ES 1500    MULTI COPY CONTROLLER COIN OP ATTACHMENT 
 
Graphic Arts:  
Itek Graphix 613 Camera 
Graphic Arts light table 
Graphic Arts work bench 
AGFA RPS 2014 Camera 
Four - Master Time O Lite M-59  
Two – CGR LAB Universal Timer Mode 172  
One – Polychrome camera 
Four – OMEGA Enlarger B22 
One – HP 5100 Laserjet Printer 
Two – Dark Room Cylinders 
One - XANTE Laser Printer 
One – One Buckingham Graphics Dryedge 2014 Film Dryer 
One – NUARC 2024 Vacuum Frame 
One – AB DICK 30 Duplicator 
Four – T-Head for Ryobi Printing Press 
One – Baumfolder 714 Friction Fed Folder 
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Convection Ovens:  
Four: Market Forge #186C-2 Convection Ovens 
 
Exercise Equipment: 
One Lifestyle Stationary Bicycle  
One Cross Bow Curling Machine 
One Stationary Abdominal Apparatus 
One Treadmill 
One Weight Bar Resting Apparatus 
One curling bar 
Six straight bars with miss/match weights 
 
Playground Equipment: 
One Straight Monkey Bar  
Two Overlapping Monkey Bars 
One Climbing Apparatus with enclosed Slide 
4/9/6/16 – REFERRED TO THE CITY PROPERTY & CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

5.  I respectfully submit a communication from Superintendent of Wastewater Paul Kennedy requesting 
funds for soil removal and disposal at the old wastewater treatment plant.  Therefore, I hereby request 
Your Honorable Body transfer $35,000.00 from Account 6000-578300 (Wastewater Enterprise Fund – 
Reserve Fund for Transfer) to Account 6000-530101 (Wastewater Enterprise Fund – Professional 
Services).  (Copies in your packets) 

5/9/6/16 – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

6.  I respectfully submit a communication from Acting Superintendent of Water Paul Kennedy 
requesting funds to pay for an employee’s Grade 4 exam and Grade 4 license reimbursement from 
FY2016.  Therefore, I hereby request Your Honorable Body transfer $214.00 from Account 6100-
515050 (Water Enterprise Fund – Special Licenses) to Account 6100-578020 (Water Enterprise Fund – 
Bills from Previous Years).  (Copies in your packets) 

6/9/6/16 – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

7.  As you are aware, on August 18, 2016 CV#12, Your Honorable Body approved an appropriation of 
$47,865.00 for permanent street repairs with $40,345.00 going to Account 14201000-553010 (Public 
Works – Street Maintenance Supplies).   

I respectfully submit a communication from Superintendent Lance Hill requesting a transfer of 
$38,936.00 that is needed for contractual services to be provided to the City to complete this work.  
Therefore, I hereby request Your Honorable Body to transfer $38,936.00 from Account 14201000-
553010 (Public Works – Street Maintenance Supplies) to Account 14201000-524001 (Public Works – 
Maintenance of Streets).  (Copies in your packets) 
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7/9/6/16 – REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

8. As you are aware, there were reductions made in the FY2017 General Government Budget that 
unfortunately have caused consequences that need to be addressed. Specifically, the Municipal Council 
voted to reduce Account 13001000-511110 (Education – Salaries) for Crossing Guards by $60,866.17. I 
am hereby requesting that Your Honorable Body approve a supplemental appropriation in the amount of 
$60,866.17 to Account 13001000-511110 (Education – Salaries) for Crossing Guards. 

8/9/6/16 – REFERRED TO THE BUDGET & APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

Sincerely, 

Kevin J. Dumas, Mayor 

The following OTHER COMMUNICATION was read by the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council, 
Stephen K. Withers: 
 
1. 2016 Renewal Keeping a Stand in a Public Place License Application, dated July 18, 2016, 
 from Carlos M. Silva for Sangria’s, 59 Park Street, Attleboro, MA 02703 for 3 (three) tables 
 Monday to Sunday, 12 Noon until 1:00 A.M.. 
 
REFERRED TO THE LICENSE COMMITTEE 
 
2. Petition For Grant of Location For New Utility Pole, dated August 22, 2016, from 
 Molilitie, LLC, 925B Peachtree Street NE, Suite 710, Atlanta Georgia, 30309. The 
 Petitioner proposes to install backhaul transport equipment on a proposed utility pole in the right 
 of way located east of the intersection of PLEASANT STREET & PERRY AVENUE with 
 electricity connection (Lat/Long: 41.951512, -71.271965). 
 
REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 

A motion was made, duly seconded and unanimously voted to hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
October 4, 2016 relative to the Petition For Grant of Location For New Utility Pole, dated August 22, 
2016, from Molilitie, LLC, 925B Peachtree Street NE, Suite 710, Atlanta Georgia, 30309. The Petitioner 
proposes to install backhaul transport equipment on a proposed utility pole  in the right of way 
located east of the intersection of PLEASANT STREET & PERRY AVENUE with electricity 
connection (Lat/Long: 41.951512, -71.271965). 
 
Ms. Heagney entered the Council Chambers at 7:10. 
 
VOTED: at 7:11 P.M. TO GO INTO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
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Michael Crowley, of 20 Beagle Club Road, Attleboro, MA, spoke at the Committee of the Whole. 
 
Mr. Crowley stated that he has appeared before the Council previously, and that he was speaking at 
tonight’s Committee of the Whole to discuss some issues that have recently occurred in Attleboro during 
the previous few weeks. 
 
Mr. Crowley made the following statement: 
 
Before I delve into the issues of the past week, I want to first turn to the top priority facing the city, 
which I and thousands like me believe clearly is the issue of our time that will determine the future of 
Attleboro.  That issue is our education system, and in correlation the obligation we face to give our 
children and all future generations from Attleboro an education worthy of competing in the 21st century. 
 
And yet as we meet today we now are seeing the full brunt of the shortsighted education strategy 
presented by the Mayor from just two months ago.  We have seen and heard of classrooms in excess of 
35 kids and up to 40 at the High School, parking lots jammed with cars from parents who can’t afford 
new bus fees, news of teachers at middle and elementary schools scrambling to find chairs and tables so 
that their students simply have a place to sit during class. 
 
Our educators, their ranks depleted far beyond anything that should be minimally acceptable, remain 
true to their reputation – as some of the most dedicated professionals any city could hope for. They are 
amazing in their devotion to our children’s and out city’s success.  But we are hearing far too many 
reports of teacher morale hitting rock bottom due to the abysmal, chronic underfunding – and we are 
only two days into the school year. 
 
And yet over the past two months our Mayor – when he could have been demonstrating even the most 
basic tenets of leadership by exploring every possible option to reverse this issue and avoid an even 
worse crisis nine months from now – has instead chosen to spend the past two months trying to restore 
funds for cell phones at city hall and his coveted office assistance position.  A position he has publicly 
tried to convince us that he, and the city, can’t possibly operate without, even though the city operated 
without it, through prosperity and crisis, for the previous 100 years. 
 
It is almost incomprehensible to reconcile the disconnect between an elected official and the people he is 
supposed to lead.  When we could have spent the past two months continuing to explore every option 
available to address the real crisis – and there are options available – we have been reduced to this. 
 
But this past week – believe it or not – it got worse.  Much worse. 
 
We crossed a rubicon that now takes us beyond frustration in poor strategy to something that approaches 
a disqualifying condition:  The use of our children’s safety as a pawn for the Mayor to advance his own 
agenda.  Let’s review the facts that show a pattern leading up to the disturbing culmination of this past 
week: 
 
President Cook interjected stating that he was not going to allow Mr. Crowley to discuss the issue of 
crossing guards because that issue has been resolved. 
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Mr. Crowley responded that he was of the understanding that the residents could use the Committee 
of the Whole to discuss any matters before the Municipal Council that they deemed important. 
 
President Cook responded that he has a certain amount of latitude to decide what issues can be 
discussed at the Committee of the Whole based upon the Council’s Rules of Procedure, and that he 
would not allow discussions related to the crossing guards because the matter has been resolved but 
that Mr. Crowley could discuss other issues that he wanted. 
 
Mr. Crowley responded that he would “delicately dance around that subject” and he continued as 
follows: 
 

 May 3rd – The Sun Chronicle publishes an article entitled: “Cascading Attleboro Budget 
 Shortfalls to Mean Fewer Cops on the Street, Chief Says”. When the final budget is 
 presented, no cuts were made to this budget item. 
 May 4th – The Sun Chronicle publishes “Attleboro Fire Department to Face Cuts, Too.” 
 When the final budget is presented, no cuts were made to this budget item. 
 June 21st – the Council receives the annual budget from the Mayor, marking the latest 
 date in the past 20 years that the budget has been submitted for review. 
 June 23rd – The Council votes 9-2 to conditionally cut just over $60,000 from the 
 crossing guard annual budget pending a review/analysis to be completed by the Police 
 Chief on whether and how the current budget should be adjusted. In that meeting it is 
 clearly stated that the school year can begin fully staffed even with these conditional cuts. 
 During that meeting the Council also cut over $50,000 from the Mayor’s budget funding 
 the Constituent Services position. 
 June 28th – An emergency Council meeting is called by the Mayor regarding the 
 elimination of the Constituent Services position – a 3-page written summary is submitted 
 by the Mayor in an attempt to justify why the city will suffer irreparably without the 
 services of Scott Folan. 
 On or around July 19th – Councilor Julie Hall submits a 15 page slide deck supporting 
 reinstatement of Scott Folan. 
 July 20th – Sun Chronicle publishes article incorrectly reporting 8 crossing guards will be 
 cut from the first day of school even though funds are there for all 24 guards for at least 
 through early 2017. 
 August 18th – Councilor Blais cryptically announces at the end of the Council meeting 
 that the Council will need to address the Scott Folan issue at its next scheduled meeting. 

 
Councilor Blais raised a Point of Order, stating to the Council President that citizens who are 
speaking at the Committee of the Whole cannot direct their comments or questions directly to 
individual Councilors. 
 
President Cook responded that, as a reminder, any comments made at the Committee of the Whole 
must be directed to the Municipal Council as a collective body and not to an individual Councilor. 
 
Mr. Crowley responded that he was only stating the facts and he continued as follows: 
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 September 1st – Councilor Heagney and Councilor DiLisio submit two and only two 
 motions for new business to restore funding previously cut – one motion for crossing 
 guards, one to reinstate Scott Folan. 
 September 1st – School begins with 8 fewer crossing guards despite the funding available 
 to have all 24 on staff. Some of these positions chosen include the busiest street corners 
 in the city. 
 September 2nd – Mayor Dumas announces via the Sun Chronicle in an article titled 
 “Mayor Ready to Make a Deal” that he will re-instate crossing guards only on the 
 condition that Scott Folan is first reinstated by the Council. 
 September 2nd – Social media explodes in anger at the Mayor. 
 September 3rd – Mayor retreats from his Sept. 2nd announcement via an article published 
 by the Sun Chronicle stating: “I don’t want to wait for council action, There’s enough 
 money to make payroll and we’ll seek approval at a later date.” 

 
The facts are disturbing at the least, and to bring to light two critical elements: 1) That this scheme was 
both premeditated and deliberate.  It was not an idea that was simply formed in a day. It was something 
that took shape over many weeks as the facts show. And 2) that it also required help. 
 
The Mayor’s attempt to strongarm the council by using our children’s safety as a bargaining chip for his 
own political gain was facilitated by others who were complicit in making this happen. And the names 
mentioned above were all deeply involved in bringing the unfortunate events of last week to bear.  
Thankfully, none of our children have been harmed. 
 
This is not leadership.  It is not what is supposed to happen in democracy.  Rather- these are more 
typical of the actions of a despot perpetuated in a third world, banana republic.  They are not, nor will 
they ever be acceptable. 
 
It is a disqualifying set of circumstances, and it leaves the City now in a leadership vacuum.  In late 
April, when I first addressed the Council, I communicated that we were voicing a vote of no confidence 
due to the almost antagonizing stance the Mayor showed annually towards funding our school system.  
Today, that vote of no confidence has fallen precipitously as now others on the council have chosen to 
follow him blindly on this same path.  The actions of the past week mark a tipping point of insufficient 
credibility necessary for anyone to govern effectively. 
 
So what can be the remaining seven councilors do moving forward?   
 
President Cook reminded Mr. Crowley that his comments should be directed at the Municipal Council 
as a collective body and not to individual or groups of specific Councilors. 
 
Mr. Crowley corrected his previous statement and he continued as follows: 
 
So what can the Municipal Council do moving forward? 
 
How can we re-focus and double our efforts, together, and with a united and positive front, on the most 
important priority?  What can you do to remind your constituents that we still have a rational body 
capable of leading us through the next 14 months? 
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I want to revisit eight specific points that have been presented to the Mayor through public 
presentations, email, and in person.  Many of you have also seen most of these points which constitute at 
least $500,000 in new funding for the schools this year and beyond, upwards of over $1 Million if 
implemented properly and with leadership. 
 
1.Reserve any additional funding of the Crossing Guards until a complete study is submitted as 
requested.  There are over 100 school days of full funding in place, which provides plenty of time to 
complete the study. 
 
It should be noted here that although Item #1 was submitted by Mr. Crowley as part of the written 
statement that he later submitted to the Municipal Council Office (attached to the Minutes as 
Attachment #1). He did, for the record, state that he would be striking that item from his statement 
and he began with Item #2 as follows: 

 
2. Do not restore $50,000 in the Constituent Services budget, and immediately re-allocate those 

funds to the school budget. 
3. Commit to re-allocating an additional $50,000 in cuts made on June 23 to the schools. 
4. Bring a motion this month to the council that abates the school’s water and wastewater bills for 
 two years as soon as the W&W enterprise fund retained earnings are certified.  Freeing up 
 additional $200,000 annually for the schools. 
5. Freeze any unnecessary capital project requests that are not school related. 
6. Bring a motion immediately to the floor that commits 50% of any funds collected in excess of 
 original revenue budgets for the next three years. 
7. Immediate resignation of the Mayor and any elected official from the Board of Directors at 
 Sturdy Hospital and re-write the city charter so that no current or future elected official can sit on 
 a board of a local non-profit if a conflict exists. 
 
It should be noted here that although Item #7 was submitted by Mr. Crowley as part of the written 
statement that he later submitted to the Municipal Council Office (attached to the Minutes as 
Attachment #1), it was excluded from his verbal statement. 
 
8. Begin discussions with Sturdy immediately on a win/win proposal that was presented to the 

Mayor as to how they can more materially participate in the city’s finances. 
 
I recognize that this list does not constitute an exhaustive representation of all of our options, but it is a 
meaningful, and material start to restore credibility and funding to those who need it. 
I conclude with one of the most basic requests of a citizen to the seven councilors that appear to be 
doing the right thing – lead us! 
 
Show us all the full potential of our local system of government – we are here to support you in full and 
will celebrate the day together when you do what is right for this city. 
Lead us like we know you are capable of doing. 
 
Thank you again for your time and attention.  
 
VOTED: at 7:30 P.M. TO ARISE 
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Committee Reports: 
 
Mr. DiLisio reported that the Ordinances, Elections & Legislative Matters Committee had no 
business, and he called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Ms. Hall reported that the Zoning & Land Use Committee had no business, and she called for a 
Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Mr. Conti reported that the Capital Improvements & City Development Committee had no business, 
and he called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Mrs. Porreca reported that the Transportation & Traffic Committee had no business, and she called 
for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Vice-President Denlea reported that the License Committee had no business, and he called for a 
Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Ms, Heagney reported that the Budget & Appropriations Committee had no business, and she called 
or a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Ms. Reynolds reported that the City Property & Claims Committee had no business, and she called for 
a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
On recommendation of the Personnel & Human Services Committee, and on the motion of Mr. 
Cooper, the following vote was taken: 
 
9. Voted on Roll Call (11 Yeas, 0 Nays) to approve the Mayor’s request for a supplemental 
 appropriation of $199.60 to Account 16101000-532010 (Public Library – Tuition & Books) to 
 pay for tuition and books for a Library employee has been approved to take courses for the Fall 
 2016 semester and who is eligible for reimbursement according to contract agreement, Article 
 XXI, Section 1.   
 
Mr. Cooper also called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Ms. Jackson reported that the Public Works Committee had no business, and she called for a 
Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 
 
Mr. Blais reported that the Public Safety & Emergency Management Committee had no business, he 
called for a Committee meeting at the next appropriate time. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
President Cook stated that he was referring the New Business item, introduced by Mr. Conti, regarding 
impact fees for building permits issued in the Transit Oriented Development (TOD), to the Planning & 
Land Use Department.  This item had been referred to the Zoning & Land Use Committee at the August 
18, 2016 meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
On recommendation of Mrs. Porreca, the following vote was taken: 
 
10. Voted unanimously to refer the following to the appropriate Committee for study and 
 recommendation: 
  
 That the following items be accepted as a donation to the Office of the Municipal Council, in 
 accordance with Section 1-12 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Attleboro: 
 

 2 Mainstays brand Wall Clocks with an estimated value of $5.00 each in good working  
 condition 
 4 Energizer AA batteries with an estimated value of $5.00 

 REFERRED TO THE CITY PROPERTY & CLAIMS COMMITTEE & THE 
 ADMINISTRATION 
 
President Cook stated that the City Property & Claims Committee would have to discuss whether or not 
items could be hung on the wall with the Administration.  
 
VOTED: at TO ADJOURN at 7:38 P.M. 
 
 
A TRUE COPY  
 
ATTEST:        
  City Clerk/Clerk of the Council 
 
MINUTES APPROVED BY COUNCIL:    
       (DATE) 
       
City Clerk/Clerk of the Council 
 


